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SURVEY SAYS: BIGGER LIBRARY NEEDED 
Library reps to push councillors for expansion 

By Sarah Ng 
Monday November 17, 2003 

Selkirk Journal — They’re full to capacity and library representatives are looking to expand – 
but they need community support.  Selkirk and St. Andrews Regional Library representatives 
conducted two surveys in the last year to see if there was support within their membership 
and the general public to renovate or expand. 

 
Lenora Borthistle, library representative for Selkirk, said the response was positive. 
“They told us that St. Andrews and Selkirk are ready for an expanded library,” she said. 
The most recent study, which was mailed out over the summer, polled 2,877 library members. 
One-quarter of members responded – 415 City of Selkirk and 326 Rural Municipality of St. 
Andrews residents. 
Almost 95 per cent of respondents said they would support a new expanded library building. 
 

 
Borthistle said about 200 people frequent the library on a daily basis. 
It’s getting crowded both inside and outside, with patrons using the empty Robin’s Donuts 
parking lot next door as overflow parking. 

 
The only problem is that library representatives have been told by both St. Andrews and    
Selkirk council that a new building is not high on their priority list. 
“We’ve done all we can with this with the city officials and RM,” Borthistle said. “I’m excited 
about it. I think when the city and the RM see the support they’re going to have to face it.” 
Borthistle said the region could be looking at a new library 25 years down the road – if there’s 
no political pressure for action sooner. 

 
She’s hoping a meeting next Monday will bring together a group of volunteers who will over-
see a vision for a new library and put pressure on municipal governments to fund the project. 
Funds could also come from other levels of government, grants, corporations and individual 
donations. 

 
Borthistle said she would like to see the library become a signature building in Selkirk and a 
community hub. 

 
The specifics would depend on a vision of what area residents and members would want in 
their library. 

 
Borthistle said a new library could be so many things for the communities it serves. It could 
offer computer space, teen and children’s programming, meeting space and study space. 
“There’s huge possibilities. I see the library as a community centre for all ages and groups of 
people because the library doesn’t discriminate,” said Borthistle. 

 
Though library officials don’t have a set timeline for a new building, Borthistle said that within 
the next five years Selkirk will celebrate 100 years of library service. 
She said her vision would be to have a ribbon cutting on a new building coincide with that  
momentous event.  
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Too little, too late 
Library still behind despite funding gains from province 

By Gillian Waechter 
Sunday February 29, 2004 

Selkirk Journal — It might sound like a good story, but if you read between the lines last 
week’s funding announcement for rural and northern libraries is another tale of too little, too late. 
“We haven’t been able to do all the things that we need to do. Our library is very small and we 
need a bigger space. There is not enough room for children’s programs, peer tutoring, quiet 
reading or computers,” said Lenora Borthistle, Selkirk/St. Andrews Regional Library board chair.  
Culture, Heritage and Tourism Minister Eric Robinson announced last Tuesday, in the midst of I 
Love to Read Month, an increase of $300,000 in funding to rural and northern Manitoba          
libraries. Of the $60,000 allotted for 11 Interlake and central libraries, the Selkirk/St. Andrews 
library will receive $10,252, with South Interlake Regional receiving $15,636 and South Central 
Regional $19,019.  

 
“We are increasing support by giving people in these communities the same accessibility to    
information as other Manitobans, that was not readily available to them before,” said Robinson.  
Borthistle said the new funding has already been earmarked for the purchase of new books and 
other reference material. 

 
The Selkirk library’s challenges are many, Borthistle said, including an inability to open on    
Sunday, due to staff shortages. The library is closed Sunday and Monday.  
 
“We would like to be open Sundays, but we don’t have enough funding to pay staff. We’ve     
calculated that in order to open two extra days per week, with two to three staff on duty, it will 
cost about $20,000 extra per year,” she said, noting many patrons have expressed a desire for 
the library to remain open every day of the week.  

 
Currently, the facility contains six public computers, with Internet access, all donated by the Bill 
Gates Foundation. With the computers approaching their fifth year at the library, they too will 
need upgrades soon, said Borthistle, adding this will pose some significant costs for the facility 
in the upcoming year.  

 
A new, larger library is also in preliminary discussion for the city, with a committee already on 
board for the project.  “This would be a huge undertaking, so we need more people on the    
committee, and a bigger monetary commitment from the city, the RM of St. Andrews and the 
province,” said Borthistle.  Acting librarian Terry Heron agreed opening Sunday is what the  
community wants.  “I think the new funding will cover basic needs for purchasing new titles, but 
it would be nice if we had extra funding to open on Sundays. We know that there is a big public 
demand for that,” said Heron. 

 
The committee is aiming to open a new library in 2009, but has not yet determined whether an 
addition will be built on to the existing facility or if it will be brand new. The committee is looking 
at all options for the project including partnership to share building space for a new 16,000 
square foot facility; a major leap from the present 5,000 square foot building, said Borthistle.  “In 
the mean time we’ll just keep up as best we can and take it as it comes.” 

 
The Selkirk/St Andrews Regional Library will be one of 87 rural and northern libraries in      Man-
itoba to receive an increase in annual provincial funding. The funding breaks down into an in-
crease from $7.50 per capita to $8.50, increased book mobile funding from $5,000 to $5,500 
and the Collection Development Grant has increased by an additional $1,000 for communities 
north of the 53rd parallel, says Robinson.  
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From vision to reality 

By Andrew Buck 
Friday April 08, 2005 

Selkirk Journal — A group of community residents and local politicians are hoping to turn their    
vision for a new and expanded library to reality.  Rising out of the formation of the Friends of the   
Library citizens group a year ago, a steering committee for library expansion has been struck to work 
toward opening the doors on a new and upgraded Selkirk and St. Andrews Library facility. 
The steering committee is made up of the chairs of five separate sub-committees that are working on 
the project’s specific details, St. Andrews Reeve Don Forfar said. Forfar, who is the steering       
committee’s interim chair, said the group was formed to harness the support for a new facility        
expressed by Friends of the Library. 

 
A solid support base of about 40 people was forged during a year of Friends of the Library meetings, 
Forfar said.  “After eight or 10 months of that we thought, ‘We have to stop meeting and talking about 
the new library and actually give these people something to do,’” he said.  Like any other large    
capital project, when it comes to library expansion the devil is in the details. That’s why the five    sub
-committees were struck to tackle those issues head on, Forfar said.  Communications, capital cam-
paign, community development, finance and land and building committees have been formed to han-
dle the different aspects of library expansion.  “We long ago established that before we do     any-
thing we need three things,” he said. “We need a picture, we need an address and we need a busi-
ness plan.” 
 
What the steering committee also needs is a decision from St. Clements as to whether that          
municipality will join the library. The City of Selkirk and the RM of St. Andrews are the library’s two 
current municipal partners and the library is looking to add its neighbours from across the river into 
the loop.  The steering committee will need to know whether St. Clements will join before it expands 
for obvious logistical reasons, Forfar explained. The general rule of thumb for the size of a new     
library facility is one square foot per capita, he said. By those numbers, a Selkirk and St. Andrews 
facility would need 20,000 square feet while a three-partnership library would be built to 30,000 
square feet.  “The last thing we want to do is snip the ribbon on a new 20,000 square foot building 
and have to add another 10,000 square feet a year later,” Forfar said. 

 
St. Clements council has received a presentation from the library board and will give serious consid-
eration to joining, Reeve Steve Strang said. Any decisions will be influenced by public opinion from 
within St. Clements, he said.  “If the interest is there, that would help us to go forward with a          
decision.”  Strang said his council will wait for detailed financial numbers before it sits down to make 
a decision.  “We’re waiting for the numbers and then we’ll have a meeting to review it. For the most 
part we’re interested, but we need more information first,” he said.  

 
In the meantime, Forfar said, the steering committee will continue to work toward its goal of moving 
out of its 5,000 square foot building to a new site in Selkirk. The committee hopes to have a new   
facility opened at least a year before a proposed 2009 ribbon cutting ceremony that would celebrate 
the library’s 100th anniversary.  “We see the library as a positive counterweight to all of the activity 
that is taking place on Manitoba Avenue,” Forfar said. The library poses an opportunity for new     
development in Selkirk’s downtown area and would bring as many as 600 people into the area daily, 
he said. 

 
A larger library will also present the opportunity to provide more programming, library services     
manager Karen Kiddey said. Kiddey started her current position two months ago after spending 16 
months as the library’s program director.  “Our multipurpose room right now is miniscule,” Kiddey 
said. “This would allow is to run workshops and have a classroom setting.” The library could also  
increase its ability to offer Internet access to the public, she said, and create different areas targeted 
to different age groups.  “We’re really looking at lifelong learning in the library so it can take in every 
age group,” Kiddey said.  



A novel idea 
Plans for a new tri-regional library moving forward 

By Elizabeth Soto 
Friday October 14, 2005 

Selkirk Journal — Plans are in the works for a new tri-regional library to be built in Selkirk for 
2009.  The Selkirk-St. Andrews Regional Library board chair, Colleen Sklar says the building 
could be as large as 30,000 square feet and will cost approximately $5 million to build. Sklar says 
funding for the project will come from all levels of government including the library’s municipal 
partners of Selkirk, St. Andrews and future partner St. Clements. 

 
St. Andrews Reeve and library board member Don Forfar says the size of the new library is 
based on community size.  “The rule of thumb is one-square-foot per capita,” Forfar said. “If you 
add the populations of Selkirk, St. Clements and St. Andrews you’re looking at 32,000 people.”  
Forfar said another factor which will determine the final size of the new library will be financial.  
“Size will also be determined by who comes in as a partner and what we can fund,” he said. 
Up until now, the municipality of St. Clements has not been a formal partner of the library, but at 
its last municipal meeting, council passed a resolution to become a full partner of the new library.  
“This vision (for the new library) includes St. Clements,” said Sklar. 
 
A steering committee for the proposed project has been working on making the project a reality 
for the last two years. One of its main challenges has been to find a home for the new building.  
At the St. Andrews council meeting of Sept. 28, Forfar mentioned two possible locations for the 
future project on either end of Manitoba Avenue. The first proposed site would see the library 
built on Eveline Street near the east side of Manitoba Avenue, with the land gifted to the library 
by the City of Selkirk. The second proposed site is at the west end of Manitoba Avenue and is 
made up of land owned by the province.  

 
Neither Sklar nor Forfar expressed a preference for either site.  “We’re still nurturing both 
(possible locations) but we are getting closer to pinning it down,” said Sklar.  Sklar expects to  
announce the exact location next week and says the proposed site will then go to the library’s 
board for approval. Once the future site is decided, Sklar says the library’s steering committee for 
the project will be able to take the next steps which will include a business plan and the planning 
of the new building.  “People like to see huge steps and so far we’ve only been seeing tiny steps, 
but that’ll soon change to leaps and bounds,” said Sklar. 

 
Plans for the new library could include access to post-secondary education through partnership 
with Manitoba universities as well as increased programming and technology to address the 
needs of different segments of the community.  “Our municipalities are getting younger and more 
educated and nationally our seniors are known to be readers, so the demographics speak to this 
project,” said Forfar.  Sklar agrees and says the new library will mean more than books for the 
community.  “People are looking for community connections,” said Sklar. “Besides books, people 
want programming for kids, seniors and teens and also technology.”  

 
Sklar said the provincial Public Library Services branch did an analysis of the community and its 
current library services offered and made recommendations which included more books and 
more space.  “Public Library Services came into the library and looked at the communities and 
recommended an additional 64,000 volumes and more space,” Sklar said. “Right now we have 
so little space we haven’t fully met the growing population.” 

 
Forfar and Sklar said they expect the project to be finished by 2009, which will coincide with the 
100 year anniversary of the Selkirk and St. Andrews Regional Library. 
Sklar encourages all St. Clements residents in favour of a partnership between the municipality 
and the new library to head down and sign a petition which could in future help determine library 
funding for the municipality.  
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New chapter for library 
Secures land for planned new Selkirk facility from province 

By Andrew Buck 
Friday January 13, 2006 

Selkirk Journal — Two acres, two dollars. Net savings: $64,998.  Boxing Day bargains have 
come and gone for another year, but that didn’t stop the Selkirk and St. Andrews Regional Library 
from scoring one heck of a deal. The library announced earlier this week that it has secured the 
land for its planned new facility from the provincial government for the princely sum of $2. 

 
The two-acre plot of land is located across Manitoba Avenue from the Selkirk Mental Health   
Centre and provincial officials have pegged its value at $65,000.  The library’s board has been 
working on the idea of a new and expanded facility for years, chair Colleen Sklar said. The       
acquisition of land for that facility is great news for both the library and Selkirk, she said. 
“Selkirk has become and continues to be a destination community,” Sklar said. “Our future looks 
bright.” 

 
A new facility will allow the library to expand its services with a 
bold new vision, she said.  
“What we envision is a state of the art building that represents 
who we are as a community. This could be the envy of every oth-
er community,” Sklar said. That vision would remain feasible, she 
added.  “We will also make this building viable – we won’t be 
wearing rose-coloured glasses,” she said. 

 
Securing the land was a vital step in the process to get a new 
building built, Don Forfar said at Wednesday’s announcement. 
Forfar, who is the reeve of St. Andrews and also chairs the new 
library steering committee, said everything has moved forward 
from an initial Friends of the Library meeting two years ago. 
Library backers identified a 2009 ribbon-cutting goal early on, he 
said, and also established three key prerequisites for              
construction.  “We had to get an address, we had to get a      
business plan and we had to get a picture. Without that, we 
couldn’t move forward,” Forfar said.  

 
He said a consultant has been hired to work on a business plan 
and the library is looking to      engage an architect to draft designs. The facility’s size should be 
between 25,000 to 30,000 sq. ft. – compared with the current 5,000 sq. ft. building – and the cost 
has yet to be determined. Initial estimates had the figure at $5-million, Forfar said, but that has 
likely risen due to climbing        construction costs. 

 
Provincial politicians and their municipal counterparts at the announcement were all smiles.     
Premier Gary Doer, in Selkirk with a contingent of his cabinet ministers, said the province will  
provide assistance during future phases of the project.  “You can count on the provincial          
government being there for the land and the capital expenses,” the premier said, before quickly 
clarifying his statement to a room full of laughter. “Not all of the capital, but some of the capital,” 
he added. 

 
Selkirk MLA Greg Dewar was similarly enthused. 
“It’s such an exciting day as we move toward building that centre of excellence and hopefully we’ll 
return to this site in 2009,” he said.  Selkirk Mayor David Bell, meanwhile, trumpeted the            co
-operation between provincial and municipal levels of government.  “It’s a great day when the 
province can step forward and partner with the Selkirk and St. Andrews Regional Library,” Bell 
said. 

 

Premier Gary Doer says a new library 
can expect provincial support. 
Photo by Andrew Buck  
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Library turns a page 
St. Clements added to regional membership 

By Andrew Buck 
Friday January 20, 2006 

Selkirk Journal — The folks who run the Selkirk and St. Andrews Regional Library are going 
to have to buy a bigger sign.  That’s because the library – run by two of the three               
municipalities in the Triple S region – has welcomed the RM of St. Clements aboard. St. 
Clements council voted unanimously to give first and second reading to a bylaw to join the 
library at its Jan. 10 meeting. 

 
At the meeting councillors were presented with a petition bearing the names of 1,300 St. 
Clements residents who have asked the municipality to join the library. St. Clements Reeve 
Steve Strang said that volume of support was too strong to ignore.  “I was quite taken back by 
the amount of signatures they had presented,” Strang said. He said the municipality typically 
gets petitions on municipal matters with a couple hundred signatures. “I think this sends a 
pretty loud message,” Strang said. 

 
The library is funded by municipal and provincial contributions. The province matches        
portions of municipal funding, St. Andrews Reeve Don Forfar said, and provides about 40 per 
cent of the library’s total funding. Selkirk and St. Andrews pay the rest, he said, which works 
out to about $145,000 for Selkirk and $60,000 for St. Andrews every year. 

 
Strang said St. Clements has not yet hammered out its annual funding contribution, though 
the municipality has been asked to pay $4.50 per capita upon entry. The RM expects to pay 
somewhere between $30,000 to $35,000 during its first full year of library membership, 
Strang said.  St. Clements residents will be able to take out library memberships free of 
charge once the municipality comes on board. The municipality’s residents currently pay $126 
for family memberships at Winnipeg libraries or $55 for Selkirk and St. Andrews Regional   
Library memberships. The RM rebates $30 of that cost, Strang said, though many residents 
don’t seek that rebate.  Strang said that whatever money is spent will go toward a good 
cause.  “Council feels that there’s very good value in participating in a regional agreement,” 
he said. 
 
Affordable for all.  Accessibility was a key message at Tuesday’s council meeting, where    
library board chair Colleen Sklar made a membership pitch to St. Clements council.        
Membership fees aren’t an option for some, she said.  “For some, it’s totally impossible,” Sklar 
said. “Families just can’t afford that kind of money,” she said. “I believe everyone should have 
access to library services – it’s what defines us as Canadians.” 

 
The library offers member services like Internet access and online journals and periodicals 
many people don’t have the ability to purchase on their own, Sklar said.  Selkirk is increasing 
its presence as a regional hub, Sklar said, and many St. Clements residents already head to 
the city. Extra revenues from St. Clements would allow the library to beef up existing services 
and add new specialized programs, she said. 

 
Many St. Clements residents – particularly those in the municipality’s southern half – head to 
Winnipeg for services, Coun. Tom Piche said. He wondered if those people would go to    
Selkirk instead.  “There is nothing going north in our municipality,” Piche said. “You see a lot 
of migration south from Church Road to Winnipeg for city sports and facilities.”   

St. Andrews expected a similar scenario when it joined the library, Forfar said, but people 
from all over the municipality have taken out memberships.  “The reality is, older people read 
and the strongest membership comes from young families,” Forfar said. Both demographics 
are in abundance in St. Andrews and St. Clements, he said.  About 2,600 St. Andrews      res-
idents have library memberships, compared with 4,000 in Selkirk.  
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Library expands through the years 

By Lindsay Ball 
Friday April 07, 2006 

 

Selkirk Journal — For thousands of years, libraries have been essential parts of             
communities. They have represented humanity’s endless quest for knowledge, and Selkirk 
and surrounding area is no exception.  

 
In fact, in 1910, Andrew Carnegie, at the time the richest man in the world, granted Selkirk 
$10,000 to build a new library on the corner of Eveline Street and Eaton Avenue.  
Within 50 years however, that building was torn down and for the next 20 years the Selkirk 
Library had no building to call its own.  

 
Thankfully, times changed and demand grew. By 1987, the Selkirk Library was in its current 
location at 303 Main Street and within a year membership had skyrocketed and circulation 
was up almost 250 per cent.  
 
In 1998, St. Andrews joined our library family, followed by St. Clements in February of this 
year.  Currently there are many programs running that not only broaden the reach of the     
library but enrich the lives of the constituents as well. For example, there are reading groups 
for parents and children, both during the day and in the evening. There is also a writers group 
held on the second Saturday of every month and all are welcome to attend either to read 
some of their own writing or just listen in as others read theirs. There is also a seniors group 
that is held every Friday, where you can interact and get some knowledge about related     
issues.  

 
In this most recent membership drive, which runs until June, there are so many exciting things 
happening. For example, there is the Bring-a-Buddy Campaign starting April 4.  There are al-
so new books, DVD’s and videos coming in every month. Also expanding is the selection of 
large print books and books on tape. In the computer area, new flat screen monitors have just 
been purchased and installed.  

 
On Wednesday May 3, our favourite  
garden expert, Joanne Jones returns to 
the library and there will be a gardening     
question and answer period where all 
your flowery questions and concerns can 
be tended to.  

 
So come in and get your new          
membership, or if you already have one, 
come in and get it   renewed.   If you 
have any  problems finding something 
your looking for, so don’t be afraid to 
ask.  

CARNEGIE LIBRARY on EATON & EVELINE, 
1910  
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Eveline site still on the table 
Waterfront library remains an option despite deal with province 

By Andrew Buck 
Friday May 26, 2006 

Selkirk Journal — The Manitoba Avenue West library location 
was never set in stone, people involved with discussions about 
a new library say.  The City of Selkirk and the regional library 
board continued to keep the waterfront location a possibility 
even though a deal to acquire land from the province for a sep-
arate site was announced in January, Karen Keppler said. 

 
Keppler is the executive director of the regional library’s     
foundation. She and library chair Colleen Sklar both say 
they’ve always tried to keep both locations open.  Several   res-
idents recently spoke in favour of the waterfront location  after 
they learned the Manitoba  Avenue West site was not   final-
ized.  “It’s always been on the table,” Keppler said about the 
waterfront location. “We didn’t shut down the idea of going to 
the waterfront when we accepted that land.” 

 
Several provincial and municipal politicians – including Premier 
Gary Doer – spoke at the January press conference where the 
land deal was announced. The two-acre plot of land located 
across Manitoba from the Selkirk Mental Health Centre would 
be gifted to the   library board for $2, Doer said at the time.  

 
The province has pegged the value of the land at $65,000.  At 
the announcement politicians spoke of a 2009 ribbon cutting for a new 25,000 to 30,000 sq. 
ft. building, but Keppler said library representatives were making sure they kept the second 
location available at the same time.  At the time, she said, the library wrote a letter to the city 
expressing it was accepting the province’s land, but it would also remain open to discussions 
about the waterfront. 
 
Dead issue - “We were 99 per cent sure that we were building on Manitoba at that point,” 
Keppler said. “At that point, the foundation really thought it was a dead issue.”  Library        
officials had tried unsuccessfully for eight months to negotiate a land deal with the city for an 
Eveline Street site, she said.  The city had initially included 14 conditions in the land       
agreement, she said, including control over the building’s design and programming.  “They 
were too restrictive for the foundation to be able to build a library,” Keppler said.  

The city has since softened its approach, she said, and negotiations have pared down the 
conditions considerably.  “They’re all reasonable,” she said.  Sklar also expressed optimism 
about a potential land deal. She said support for the library from its three member              
municipalities has been “awesome”.  “I think we’ve come up with something that may be an 
option for us,” Sklar said. “We have been trying our darndest to make sure we could build it at 
either location.” 

 
Selkirk Mayor David Bell could not be reached for comment before press time.  The library 
needs several conditions to be met to ensure a site is viable, Sklar said, including room for 
future expansion, an ability to meet operating costs and adequate parking.  “The reality of it 
is, people coming from the other two municipalities bring their vehicles to the library,” she 
said.  Keppler said members of the public who support either location will have an opportunity 
to provide their thoughts at an upcoming June 14 open house.  “We’re hoping that, on June 
14, we get a clear direction (from the public). If we do get access to the (waterfront) property, 
people will get to hear about both,” she said.  With an important government funding deadline 
looming, the city will have to approve a land deal for the waterfront in the near future. The 
land gifted by the province must be returned if a library is not built, according to January’s 
agreement.  

 

Keppler (left) and Sklar say they’re still 
open to the waterfront location. 
File photo  
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Library on the move? 
Selkirk residents make a plea for Eveline Street library location 

By Andrew Buck 
Friday May 26, 2006 

Selkirk Journal — Library good, location bad. 
Those would be the most appropriate four words to sum up the message several members of the public         
delivered to Selkirk council Tuesday night. The Selkirk residents were at this week’s council meeting to voice 
their support for locating a new regional library at Selkirk’s waterfront, as opposed to the Manitoba Avenue West 
location many believed had already been chosen. 

 
Community representatives like the Lord Selkirk School Division’s three Selkirk trustees and the Early Childhood 
Development Committee have also spoken in favour of a waterfront library.  Shirley Muir was one of the         
presenters at Tuesday’s meeting who said she initially thought the location of the Selkirk, St. Andrews and St. 
Clements Regional Library was finalized. Muir, who supports the waterfront location, said January’s                
announcement that the province was gifting land to the library board on Manitoba Avenue West and subsequent 
media coverage led her to believe the location was a done deal. 

 
Recently, however, she and a number of other Selkirk residents learned a second option – the waterfront       
location – was still on the table. In light of that revelation, she headed to council chambers to make her voice 
heard.  Though each presenter made it clear they appreciated the volunteer library board’s efforts, they also 
made no apologies for wanting to see the waterfront location selected. I’d like to make a plea that you do       
everything in your power to make the Eveline Street option a reality,” said Muir, who has worked with municipal 
leaders across Canada as an urban consultant. She said the library offers Selkirk a chance to set itself apart 
from other communities and that the waterfront location could be an anchor for downtown development. 
“Build the library with vision and have the courage to make it a downtown property in the City of Selkirk,” Muir 
said.  
 

 
Concerns raised 
The three residents who spoke in favour of the waterfront location all raised concerns with the Manitoba Avenue 
West site. Selkirk’s Denis Fitzpatrick said he believed the process that led to the formation of a May 13 focus 
group to discuss the library was flawed.  The group’s list of invitees didn’t contain enough representation from 
the City of Selkirk, he said, which funds about 60 per cent of the library’s costs. Invitees also didn’t fit the usual 
focus group criteria, Fitzpatrick said, because they either had a vested interest in the outcome or favoured one 
site over the other.  “The results of the focus group should, quite likely, be tainted,” he said.  Library foundation 
executive director Karen Keppler later said the focus group was not manipulated by Manitoba Avenue West 
backers.  “The location was never contingent to us,” Keppler said. “We’re building a fantastic library, but where 
it’s going to go is a decision for the city and the library board. It would be totally unfair to say there were more 
people from St. Andrews (in the focus group) than everywhere else.  “The focus group definitely wasn’t slanted 
toward St. Andrews.” 

 
Waterfront area business owner Lois Wales, meanwhile, said the Manitoba Avenue West location would be    
unfair to businesses that had paid dedicated waterfront development fees to the city. Wales said she and 150 
other businesses paid between $100-$200 a year for 10 years under the plan.  “This is a perfect opportunity to 
have people walking around downtown,” she said earlier Tuesday. She also refuted claims that the waterfront 
site wouldn’t have enough parking. 

 
The pro-waterfront comments were met by a warm reception from Selkirk council. Council members expressed a 
strong preference for the waterfront site shortly after the public presentations were made.  “Your comments have 
not fallen on deaf ears,” said Selkirk Mayor David Bell. “I have not been a proponent of the Manitoba Avenue 
site. We have stomped and stammered and spit and spewed to get our message out. From my perspective, 
you’re preaching to the converted.” 

 
Library board chair Colleen Sklar said Wednesday that both locations remain open for discussion.  “Each       
location offers unique opportunities,” she said. “For the last few months we’ve said that we’ll explore both       
options, even though we don’t have both on the table yet.”  While the land for the Manitoba Avenue West       
location has been secured, the waterfront location remains up in the air pending discussions with the city. Sklar 
said she’s optimistic that the library board and the city can reach a deal on the land.  “This group has been  
working really hard. A decision has to get made so we can move forward, but I believe the City of Selkirk will 
come to the table,” she said. 

 
Concept plans for both locations will be displayed at a June 14 open house at the Selkirk Inn and Conference 
Centre, Keppler said. The library board and foundation will make a final decision using input from that meeting – 
as well as architect and engineer opinions – before a June 21 government funding deadline, she said.  
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Who makes the call on library? 

Friday June 16, 2006 

Selkirk Journal — While the library board has promised that public input will be weighed, the 
decision about where (or if) a new library will be built will rest with its voting members. 
The library board is currently made up of three representatives from Selkirk and the RM of St. 
Andrews, as well as one representative from the RM of St. Clements. St. Clements recently 
joined the library board and its representation on the board may soon be boosted to three 
members as well. 

 
Of the municipalities’ three board members, two are citizens at large and one is an elected 
official. St. Andrews Reeve Don Forfar represents his municipality on the board while Selkirk 
Mayor David Bell speaks for the city. 

 
Forfar chaired an interim steering committee set up to handle library expansion, and he’s 
been involved with new library discussions for years. He said the library’s location is irrelevant 
to him.  “Building a $7 or $8-million library will be awesome for the region,” Forfar said. “Either 
location would be a phenomenal choice.” The best choice for the library’s interests is congru-
ent with the best choice for the region’s  interests, he added.  Forfar said that when he casts 
his vote for a location, he’ll keep the library in mind.  “My decision will be based on what’s 
best for the library. That’s what the board’s role should be,” he said.  

 
Forfar also said he will support whatever recommendation the library foundation – which will 
raise money to build the facility – decides to make.  
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Library in limbo 
City takes a step back, wants to review funding formula 

By Andrew Buck 
Friday June 16, 2006 

Selkirk Journal — Turns out it was about the money. 
Selkirk council emerged from a closed-doors session Monday night to pass two resolutions, one of which was 
expected to be a highly anticipated decision about an Eveline Street location for the proposed new regional   
library.  A parcel of Manitoba Avenue West land gifted by the province is also seen as a potential expansion site.  
Mayor David Bell and a handful of other council members had previously expressed their support for a           
waterfront library. But with a provincial funding deadline ticking, library board officials have said they can’t plan 
an Eveline move until a land lease agreement is struck with the city. 

 
That didn’t happen Monday night. Instead, Selkirk council passed a resolution to “enter into discussions         
regarding the future of the regional library” with its elected peers in St. Andrews and St. Clements.  “What we 
really want to talk about is the future of the library and the partnerships that would support it,” Bell said.  He said 
Selkirk wants to revisit the library’s funding formula, which currently calls for roughly $145,000 of annual funding 
from the city and $51,000 from St. Andrews. St. Clements was recently added to the partnership and its        
contribution has not been finalized.  “We need to understand the degree of the partnership to which we are    
entering,” Bell said. “(A new library) is a lofty dream, but at the end of the day, who’s going to pay for it?” 
 

As for the library board’s request for a lease agreement, Bell said the request is indicative of an approach that 
has “put the cart before the horse”.  “We do need to enter into a lease agreement, but that’s almost a             
bureaucratic step,” he said. “I think we need to take a step back here – everyone wants what’s best for the   
community.” 

 
That could mean delaying an application for government funding that’s considered crucial to the new library’s 
future, Bell said. He said the library board needs to formally request a change of location as per its agreement 
with the three councils that fund it, but that has yet to happen.  Bell said Selkirk council hasn’t had the ability to 
examine the full impact of such a move. Though he’s voiced his support for an Eveline location in the past, Bell 
said that certain amenities – such as a 100-seat theatre and horticultural space – might not be realistic. 
 
Expand on current site 
A new library could also come by means of an expansion on its current site, he said.  “There are many people 
who think the library is fine where it sits,” Bell said.  Library foundation executive director Karen Keppler attended 
Monday’s Selkirk council meeting along with a handful of pro-waterfront residents. She said she was surprised 
by council’s actions.  “We were expecting the city would lease us the property on Eveline for 99 years with the 
conditions that were negotiated between the city and the library foundation,” Keppler said. “But that resolution 
was not brought up. It was a big surprise.” 

 
The library board was set to hold an open house to discuss both the Manitoba Avenue West and Eveline       
locations Wednesday night. The board must make a decision about where it plans to locate a new library by 
June 17 to be eligible for a large infrastructure funding program, Keppler said. She said she wasn’t sure whether 
the city’s failure to enter into a land lease has pulled a waterfront library off the table.  “I don’t know what that 
means,” Keppler said. “If the public made it very clear they wanted the library on the waterfront, we’d have to find 
some other land on the waterfront.” 

 
Selkirk’s Shirley Muir also attended Monday’s meeting. The urban consultant has urged council to consider a 
waterfront location and she said she was pleased with the evening’s outcome.  “I was hoping to see some    
leadership, which this does,” Muir said about council’s approach to the library. She said she believes many key 
questions – including financial details and the facility’s needs – have not been answered. 

 
Preliminary dollar values for both locations were to be revealed at Wednesday night’s meeting.  “I’m not sure 
that anybody is ready to make a decision about spending millions of dollars until those questions are answered,” 
Muir said.   As a “fan of controlling urban sprawl”, she said that an expansion at the library’s current site could 
direct traffic into the downtown area the same way a waterfront location could. 

 
Bell said that while a delay in the development of a new library may be in order, concerned citizens shouldn’t 
interpret the move as indifference on the part of Selkirk’s council.  “There’s a thought that the city has been lazy 
and apathetic concerning the library. That’s not true,” he said. “The city is not opposed to this. We just want to do 
our diligence and do this prudently.”  
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Book order on hold 
Library board delays decision 

By Nancy Renwick 
Friday June 23, 2006 

 
Selkirk Journal — The decision about the location of the library is: there is no decision. That’s the word after 
the board and the Library foundation held a joint meeting on June 17 to discuss the results of the public         
consultation about the two locations.  “Selkirk council plans to meet within 10 days in order for the project to 
keep moving forward,” said library board chair Colleen Sklar.  
 
The library board and foundation will meet again on June 28 to make a final decision on the issue.  “For the next 
10 days (until June 28), both locations are still on the table,” said Keppler. 
 
The public consultation on June 14 drew a standing-room only crowd of over 100 people to the Selkirk Inn and 
Convention Centre. Of those, 92 submitted feedback on information, cost estimates and designs of similar build-
ings presented by architect David Kressock. The results of the feedback showed that 60 preferred the Eveline 
Street site, 32 preferred the Manitoba Avenue site.  “We can’t ignore that,” said Keppler.  
 
But Keppler said that the board can only give serious consideration to both properties if both are options.  “We’re 
looking for (Selkirk) council to make the Eveline property available,” she said.  “As it sits, we’ve got one option, 
because Eveline has yet to be offered as an option,” said St. Andrews Reeve Don Forfar, chair of the Selkirk, St. 
Andrews, St. Clements Library Foundation. 
 
Sklar declined to speculate as to what would happen if Selkirk council didn’t make the land available.  Selkirk 
Mayor David Bell reiterated his support for the project, as well as his concerns about it. “I am totally supportive of 
a new library,” he said.  However he indicated that he still had some concerns about the funding formula for the 
project.  He said he was working to convene a special meeting, perhaps even over the weekend, between     
Selkirk and St. Andrews council, as the two councils that have agreed to the funding formula.  
 
Bell expressed ongoing concerns about how the library will be paid for and who will cover the cost of maintaining 
the building once it is built. Selkirk will be responsible for significantly more - $95,000 a year more – than          
St. Andrews under the current formula, Bell said.  “I think we need to take a step back,” he said. “We have huge 
concerns about what we are willing to fund.” 
 
He also expressed some concerns over the design that was discussed at the June 14 public meeting, most   
notably the inclusion of a theatre when there are already similar facilities in the city. 
 
He indicated that the issue would be discussed at Monday’s council meeting or “we could certainly convene a 
special meeting of council” to discuss the issue, he said.  “It’s quite likely that discussion will come up about the 
library. In terms of the ten-day extension there pretty much has to be.” 
 
He said that any resolution put forth at council would be similar to one passed earlier that imposed conditions on 
the use and sale of the property.  “I don’t know what to say if it’s not passed,” he said.  Once the decision has 
been made on June 28, a call for designs will be sent out.  “The 
morning after     deciding the location we’ll invite proposals from 
four or five   architectural firms, ” said Forfar.  
 
Based on those decisions, he said, they can will do business 
plan that will be presented to the three partners. 
 
The delay will not impact on the request for funding from the 
province. When asked directly if there was any risk to the     
request, MLA Greg Dewar had the following reply.  “They     
already have the application in, so no (there is no risk),” Dewar 
said.  
 
He also reaffirmed support for the project, regardless of the 
decision.  “Our government is still prepared to work with the 
foundation on either site,” he said.  
 
Sklar was optimistic about the issue.  “We’re in a really great 
position,” said Sklar. “We can build an equally great building at 
either location.”  

Karen Keppler (left) and Colleen Sklar are    
keeping both locations on the table.  
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Crowded consultation 
Library design meeting a hot draw 

By Nancy Renwick 
Friday June 23, 2006 

 
Selkirk Journal — Books are big in the Triple-S region.  
 
The June 14 public consultation the two proposed 
locations of the new library drew about 100 people 
who wanted to see, and comment on plans for both 
visions.   “It’s no longer a building where you go and 
someone tells you to be quiet,” said architect David 
Kressock of LM Architectural Group in Winnipeg, as 
he presented the proposed plans.  
 
Kressock presented the “limitations and                 
opportunities,” for each site, an estimated cost and 
showed designs of similar libraries in other cities. 
The bottom line: a library on Eveline Street could 
cost $1.3 million more than the Manitoba Avenue 
site, but the view is a lot nicer. 
 
The specs on both sites include a 60-seat program 
room, 60-seat storytime room and 15-seat        
boardroom, a 200-seat theatre, coffee shop, retail 
shop and room for staff.  
 
The estimated cost for the Eveline location however 
was $7.796 million while a facility on Manitoba would 
run around $6.448 million. The main  difference: the underground parking lot required at 
Eveline checked in at a cool $1.08 million. There was also an extra $75,000 for future expan-
sion on the waterfront and $250,000 for the upper level.  
 
Manitoba had neither of those additional expenses.  For the Eveline location, Kressock said 
size was a disadvantage but it would be a catalyst for urban renewal.  The main advantage to 
the Manitoba location was space, which also tied directly to cost.  “We can accommodate the 
building, and all the parking components and even that consumes only about half the site,” he 
said. 
 
The design on Manitoba Avenue is for a four-acre piece of property. Two acres were donated 
by the province, the deal that was announced in January.  Sklar and Keppler said the Library 
Board purchased two acres of land adjacent to that property from the province in February, 
for $65,000. They added the cost of the project could change a bit, depending on a final     
design of the library and which partners the library is able to get on board.  “I don’t think 
they’re going to change that much,” said Sklar. 
 
The presentation didn’t change the minds of a couple of people who attended the             
presentation. “I was always leaning towards the Manitoba location,” said Heather Kelly of 
East Selkirk. “I still think the only thing on the Eveline site is the view, but if you want that you 
can just go down there. Just get it built.” 
 
Ruby Tekauz of St. Andrews wasn’t swayed by the presentation.  “I’m still in favour of         
Eveline,” she said after the meeting. “The cost is justified. It’s not always good to take the 
cheapest thing.”  She said it’s important to have it in a central location, easily accessible by 
bus.  “I would have to drive anyway,” she said. “I don’t find (Eveline) a liability. I find it a      
liability to have to drive around that traffic (on Manitoba Avenue).” 
 
East Selkirk’s Ken Cylbulsky is retired, and said he goes to the library three times a week.  
“I don’t care where it goes as long as it looks good,” he said. “I like the aesthetics of the river 
property more, but as far as cost and expansion and accessibility, I like the Manitoba          
location.” 

Crowded consultation 
Library design meeting a hot draw 

By Nancy Renwick 
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Library location decision held off 
More info needed before final call made 

By Nancy Renwick 
Friday July 07, 2006 

Selkirk Journal — It’s official.  

 
The new Selkirk, St. Andrews and St. Clements library will be built on the Eveline location. Or 
on the Manitoba street location.  That’s the decision after a joint meeting of the library board 
and library foundation on June 28. Both groups decided they need more information about the 
costs of each location, and agreement from the three municipalities about those costs, before 
making a decision.  “The library foundation has agreed to prepare a business plan analyzing 
construction and operational costs with architectural drawings for the Eveline Property. It has 
also agreed to prepare a comparative business plan for the Manitoba Avenue property,” said 
library board chair Colleen Sklar. 

 
Those business plans will be presented to the three municipal councils in September. 
Once the business plans have been approved or rejected by the councils, there will be       
another vote to decide the location.  “We were trying to avoid doing two business plans,” said 
Library foundation executive director Karen Keppler.  “But one will assume we’re on Manitoba 
and one on Eveline. We’ll have to do it now to keep it a fair decision.” 

 
In the meantime, the foundation will continue to look for opportunities to fund the project. The 
three councils will also review a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) about how             
operational costs for the library will be divided.  

 
Initial estimates for the new library, based on work by Winnipeg architect David Kressock, 
were $6.448 million for the Manitoba location and $7.796 million for the Eveline location.  
“Those two things have to be done over the summer,” said Keppler. “The three councils will 
work on the MOU and we’re going to work on the two business plans.”  

 
The foundation will also try to determine exactly what will be included in the new library. A 
theatre and green space were initially included in the cost estimates for the library, but the 
foundation will review those ideas. “What do people want?” said Keppler. “We need to find out 
exactly what would be acceptable to the community.”  

 
She said that all things considered, it’s a good decision.  “This is a logical decision to come to. 
Obviously there were people who wanted a final decision now,” she said. “But there are just 
too many unknowns to make a final decision on where it was going to go.”  
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Checking in 
Work progressing on new library location 

By Nancy Renwick 
Friday September 08, 2006 

 
Selkirk Journal — It’s not just the students that are getting back to the books this fall. 
 
The team looking after the Selkirk, St. Andrews St. 
Clements Library is looking forward to a busy fall. A 
decision is anticipated on whether the proposed new 
library will be built on    Manitoba Avenue or on        
Eveline Street. “Things are moving forward,” said Don 
Forfar, reeve of St. Andrews and chair of the Selkirk, 
St. Andrews, St. Clements Library Foundation. 
 
The library board and foundation met June 28 to      
determine the location of the proposed library. But 
they decided they needed more information before a 
final decision could be made.  “There were such mixed 
opinions,” said library foundation executive director 
Karen Keppler. “We just need more information.” 
 
According to Forfar, the three councils were leaning 
towards the Eveline location.  “We will work towards 
Eveline, but look towards Manitoba as a viable option,” 
he said.  
 
Two business plans, one for each location, are in the 
works.  “We’re going to draw up a business plan for 
Eveline and one for Manitoba,” said Keppler. “The   
reason the board wanted that is they felt that the   
opinions are so even, they felt we really should have 
all the information on both properties, including      
business plans, the comparison between the sites, 
pros and cons.” 
 
Those should be done within the month.  
“We will have the business plans to the board by Sept. 30,” said Keppler.  Then the business 
plans will be sent around to all three councils, for information purposes and feedback, she 
said.  “So it’s going to be probably right around the time of the election,” she said. 
 
A request for proposals was also sent out to four architects with experience in library design.  
“We asked them to give us all the fees, from the architect, from each individual trade, admin-
istration fees, hourly fees, so we can work those into the business plans,” said Keppler. “We 
asked for a couple of paragraphs about what they would do with each location (in terms of 
design) as well.”  “We got three excellent responses,” said Keppler.  
 
The architects were going to be brought in for follow-up questions about their proposals. 
“Once the interviews are done, we’ll select a successful one, they will do some designs,” she 
said. 
 
The successful design would also provide the information required for the business plan.  
One proposed design was presented at a public consultation in Selkirk on June 14. Keppler 
said it was necessary to get other proposals.  “That was only one architect,” said Keppler. 
“This gives others a chance.” She said the board and foundation want to make sure they 
make the best decision possible.  “We don’t want to look back 10 years after the fact and ask 
‘why did we do that?’” he said.  

Checking in 
Work progressing on new library location 

By Nancy Renwick 
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Eveline site shelved 
Library board supports Manitoba Ave. location 

By Nancy Renwick 
Friday October 20, 2006 

 
Selkirk Journal — It’s Manitoba. 
The Selkirk, St. Andrews and St. Clements library board voted Monday night to build a new library 
on Manitoba Avenue, not Eveline Street.  “The board tonight voted to support the recommendation 
of the foundation,” said Colleen Sklar, chair of the board. “And the  foundation has decided that the 
Manitoba Avenue location would be the best.” 

 
The library board and foundation have been considering 
whether to build the proposed library on a four-acre piece 
of land on Manitoba Avenue or a one-acre lot on the wa-
terfront.  

 
The foundation met Oct. 14 to discuss the issue and come 
to a resolution. A three-part resolution was discussed and 
voted on at the meeting, said Don Forfar, interim chair of 
the library foundation and reeve of the RM of St. Andrews. 
The resolution is to build on Manitoba, to engage the     
architect to do drawings for the Manitoba location and to 
do a complete set of business plans.  

 
The resolution then went to the board, and the board voted 
6-3 to support the foundation’s resolution.  St. Andrews 
representatives Forfar and Angie Surzyshyn, St. Clements 
representatives Rod Cameron, Ken Avery and Doug  
Chorney, and Sklar voted in support, with Selkirk           
representatives Bell, Connie Rapko and Lyn Hotchkiss  
opposed.  
 
There were a few reasons for the decision, said Sklar.  “It 
meets the criteria we established,” she said. “It makes good fiscal sense.”  The criteria outlined in-
cluded that the library should serve for 50 years, be affordable to operate and build and have ade-
quate parking for people from all three municipalities. 

 
The Manitoba location is cheaper than Eveline, coming in about $1.6 million less with an estimated 
cost of $8.9 million. Eveline’s estimated cost is $10.5 million.  The estimated operating costs for 
Manitoba in 2010, the first year after the library would open are $635,613. For Eveline, the        
projected cost was $677,435, a difference of $41,822. 

 
Sklar also said it’s easier to expand the Manitoba location than the Eveline location. And with the 
lower cost, there’s more flexibility in terms of fundraising. Sklar said there is more direction now 
that the decision about the location has been made. “The next steps are for us to finalize all the 
details of the business plan, to begin exploring for possible partnerships in the community and 
have the conceptual drawings done. Then when we’ve gathered all the information, when we’ve 
got it all planned and in order, then we go to the three councils and look for their support because 
they will be funding the operating costs,” she said. 

 
The decision was met with questions at the Selkirk committee of the whole meeting held Monday 
evening. Bell announced the result at the end of the meeting and a majority of councillors raised 
questions about the process and agreements with the municipalities. But Sklar said she’s confident 
the board and foundation made the right choice.  “In my opinion, at this point with so many un-
known factors, the action with the most flexibility [Manitoba] seems to be the best choice,” she 
said. “They’re both great locations. We had two great options now we need to move forward.”  

Colleen Sklar said the library board and foun-
dation made the right choice. 
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New year, new funds 

By Nancy Renwick 
Friday December 15, 2006 

 
Selkirk Journal — It’s a very happy holiday season for the Red River North library          
foundation.   

They have a new honourary chair and $300,000 in new funding for the new library building.  
“We’ve confirmed that Ed Schreyer will take on the position of honourary chair,” said Don  
Forfar, acting chair of the library foundation. 

 
The new funding is a donation from the library board.  “The money has been put away over 
the past 10 years,” said Colleen Sklar, chair of the library board. “The board knew the day 
would come when they would have to create a new facility to keep up with the changing 
trends in library services and the demand on the library to keep up with the growing patron 
base.” 

 
She said the board was putting aside funds every year.   “We felt it was time to transfer the 
funds,” she said. “So the foundation can begin the process of building a new regional facility. 
This is a substantial donation that will help make this project a reality.” 

 
Forfar said the donation will help.  “It’s a         
substantial kick off,” said Forfar.  The               
announcement was made at the library's annual 
Christmas party and open house Dec. 11. 

 
The new library will be built on Manitoba Avenue, 
a decision that was announced after months of 
debate about whether to build it there or by     
Selkirk’s waterfront on Eveline Street. The       
estimated cost of the building, based on a draft 
business plan, was announced at about $8.9   
million.  

Lenora Borthistle, past chair of the library board, 
presents Glenda Foster, chair of the finance com-
mittee of the library foundation, with a cheque for 
$300,000 while board members (l-r) Ken Avery, 
Doug Chorney, and Pat Cordner look on. 
 

Photo by Nancy Renwick  
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New library chair booked 

By Nancy Renwick 
Friday February 16, 2007 

 

Selkirk Journal — Two to check out, two to check in.  

 
The Red River North Regional Library welcomed a 
new chair for its foundation and a new manager for 
their library services on Feb 12.  Selkirk’s Rob Cox 
has been chosen to lead the foundation into its next 
stage of development.   “The foundation is honoured 
to have Rob Cox join us,” said Colleen Sklar, chair of 
the Red River North Regional Library board. “Rob 
brings so many important skills to us and we are all 
looking forward to working with him.” 

 
Cox has been working for more than 33 years with 
Manitoba Hydro, where he is currently manager of 
energy services and sales.  “The library is an        
important project in the community,” he said. “It’s 
nice to be associated with something that’s going to 
be world class.”  
 
The new library, which will cost an estimated $8.9 
million, will be built on Manitoba Avenue, a decision 
that was announced last October after months of de-
bate about whether to build it there or by Selkirk's 
waterfront on Eveline Street.  

 
Cox said he’s looking beyond those discussions.  “A decision has been made on the           
location,” he said. “We’re going to try to leave all that behind. We’re going to go forward and 
make it work.”  While Cox hasn’t worked with libraries before, he has a lot of experience  
working with community partnerships.  

 
In his professional capacity, he works with municipal officials across the province. He’s also 
served as the co-chair of the Western Canada Summer Games. He is currently chair of the 
board of the South Interlake Credit Union, a member of the board of the Selkirk Community 
Foundation, involved with the World Women’s Hockey Tournament and treasurer of the Clo-
verdale United Church. 

 
Don Forfar, reeve of St. Andrews, served as interim chair over the past two years. He said 
Cox’s experience will serve him well in the position.  “We have been searching for a chair for 
some time, and we found what we were looking for in Rob Cox,” said Forfar. “He is committed 
to his community and has proven he can achieve success with large community-driven      
projects.” 

 
Cox’s appointment as chair will be approved at the next library foundation meeting on Feb. 
14.  The library also announced that Ken Kuryliw, currently working as a library consultant for 
the Interlake region, will replace Karen Kiddey as manager of library services. Kuryliw starts 
the new job Feb. 26.  

Outgoing board chair Don Forfar passes the 
torch – in this case a ruler – to incoming chair 
Rob Cox. 
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Turning the page 
$1 million in new funding for regional libraries 

By Nancy Renwick 
Friday March 09, 2007 

Selkirk Journal — A million bucks for books.  
The Red River North Regional Library and the Allard Library 
in the RM of Alexander got some good news on March 6 
when the province announced a $600,000 contribution to 
the Selkirk facility and $400,000 for the library St. Georges. 
It all adds up to a cool million for libraries in the region. 
“These two libraries will benefit significantly from today’s 
funding announcement,” said Education, Citizenship and 
Youth Minister Peter Bjornson, speaking on behalf of       
Intergovernmental Affairs Minister Steve Ashton. 

 
Bjornson said the decision to support libraries is due to the 
valuable role they play in the community as meeting places 
and as a place to learn. He also pointed out that once com-
pleted, the Red River North library will be the second larg-
est in Manitoba in terms of population served.  “It will be a 
tremendous asset to the community,” he said.  

 
The new 3,500 square foot library in St. Georges will house 
the current collection and provide extra space for more 
adult and children’s programming. “We’re very happy with 
this. I wish there was an election every year,” said        Al-
exander’s Reeve George Harbottle, referring to ongoing 
speculation about a possible provincial election and the 
government generosity that precedes it.  

 
Selkirk Mayor David Bell said the announcement reflects 
the province’s commitment to the region.  “Never in the his-
tory of Selkirk has there been so much funding in terms of 
capital projects,” he said, citing recent announcements of 
support for the Selkirk Mental Health   Centre and a new Selkirk hospital.  But beyond that, 
Bell said the announcement is a       commitment to investing in regional projects.  “The library 
is really capitalizing on the idea of regionalization,” said Bell. “It makes perfect sense that 
communities around Selkirk are   working together.” 

 
St. Clements Reeve Steve Strang said partnerships like the library and the shared fire hall  
between Alexander and St. Clements make for better communities.  “As we continue to grow, 
these partnerships will get stronger,” he said.  The new Red River North Regional library, 
which will cost an estimated $8.9 million, will be built on Manitoba Avenue. The decision was 
announced last October after months of debate about whether to build it there or by Selkirk’s 
waterfront on Eveline Street. 
 

Don Forfar, Reeve of St. Andrews and former chair of the library foundation, said the funding 
will help further fundraising efforts.  “What’s symbolic about the province’s commitment is that 
it will allow the volunteers to go out and do the fundraising,” he said. “And this kind of       
commitment will really excite the volunteers.”  Forfar said the announcement is good news, 
but there’s still a lot to be done.  “We have a lot of work ahead of us,” he said.  

 
Funding for the libraries comes from the $7.4 million Municipal Recreation and Library Fund, 
a program announced March 2. It supports construction and improvements to recreation and 
wellness facilities such as libraries, recreation centres, community halls, parks, arenas and 
pools in rural and northern Manitoba.  

Bjornson said supporting libraries is due to the 
valuable role they play in communities. 
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Selkirk council all quiet on the library front 

By Nancy Renwick 
Friday March 16, 2007 

Selkirk Journal — Shhhh… 

 
A hush has come over Selkirk council as far as the new library is concerned.  
Selkirk’s chief administrative officer Chris Luellman submitted his monthly activity report for 
February to city council on March 5. A line in the report stated “Communication with legal     
re: library.” In the “priorities - March” section of the report, the document states “Completion of 
legal assessment on library communication of results to council.” 

 
Selkirk Mayor David Bell was asked about the CAO’s report on March 6, just after the         
announcement of $600,000 in new funding for the library.  “I can’t speak on that right now,” he 
said.  Then at the March 12 council meeting, the city passed a motion authorizing administra-
tion to send a letter to the library.  
 
The letter was circulated to council members before the vote. Once the vote was taken – in 
support of the motion to send the letter – all copies of the letter were taken away from     
councillors. The contents of the letter were not made public.  

 
Speaking with the Journal on March 13, Luellman said after consultation with a lawyer, the 
city would not release a copy of the letter. Under the Municipal Act, council can legally deny 
access to items dealing with personnel, property or legal issues.  Coun. Pat Pruden, who sits 
on the library board and on council, voted to support sending the letter. She declined to   
comment on the issue. 

 
Coun. John Buffie voted against the resolution at the council meeting, saying council didn’t 
have enough time to examine the document.  Speaking after the meeting, he said he was  
uncomfortable with how the matter was handled.  “I wasn’t comfortable that we had sufficient 
time to review and discuss what we were trying to accomplish with the letter,” he said.  Buffie 
said the letter had been discussed at an earlier strategic planning meeting, but it needed 
more time to be considered before it could be passed.  He declined to say what was in the 
letter, because he only had a few minutes to review it before the motion passed and it was 
taken back.  

 
Colleen Sklar, chair of the library board, was away this week and could not be reached for 
comment.  Selkirk was at odds with the rest of the library board when the vote was held about 
the location of the new building last October. The three Selkirk representatives on the board 
voted to support building the library on Eveline Street rather than on the Manitoba Avenue  
location. However the representatives from St. Clements and St. Andrews voted for the   
Manitoba location. Selkirk council has also raised concerns about the funding formula for the 
new library.  
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Councils discuss library 

By Nancy Renwick                                                                                                                   
Friday May 11, 2007 

 
Selkirk Journal — St. Clements and St. Andrews support it, and Selkirk wants to talk about it 
some more. 
The proposed new regional library is getting plenty of airtime in council chambers these days 
and may get more over the next couple of weeks.  St. Andrews council passed a motion in 
support of the proposed new $7.768 million library at its council meeting May 8. The motion 
offered support in principal for the library board and foundation as they look to start          
fundraising for the project.   “We need the support of the community leaders,” said Colleen 
Sklar, chair of the library board, addressing the St. Andrews council. Sklar and Ken Kuryliw, 
manager of library services at the Red River North Regional Library, spoke to and answered 
questions from council. They spoke for about 45 minutes before the motion was made and 
passed.  

 
The resolution passed specified the library on the Manitoba Avenue site for the library, rather 
than the Eveline location.  “I thought about it,” said Krasnesky. “But we’ve had numerous  
consultations. I believe the location was chosen.”  Coun. Elmer Keryluk opposed the motion. 
He had concerns about the annual funding for the library. 

 
The current formula has Selkirk residents paying $15.24 per capita, per year with St. Andrews 
and St. Clements residents paying $8.50 per capita, per year. The province matches those 
contributions up to a maximum of $8.50 per capita, said Kuryliw. According to a fact sheet 
presented by Kuryliw and Sklar at the meeting, this formula is consistent with other regional 
libraries across the province. 

 
Keryluk expressed concern the $8.50 per capita for St. Andrews residents could increase   
depending on negotiations with the other partners.  “I don’t think I can support this [resolution] 
at this time,” he said. “I’m not going to commit the taxpayers for this.”  The library was also 
discussed at the St. Clements council meeting on May 8.  “Council wanted to show their  
commitment to the regional library,” said reeve Steve Strang. They did so, by passing a     
motion of support for the library partnership and for residents of St. Clements to be            
contributing the $8.50 per capita in library funding, upon completion of the new facility.  

 
Strang explained that while there is a memorandum of understanding between St. Andrews 
and Selkirk about the new library, St.Clements came on board after that and has not signed a 
formal agreement with the other two partners. The resolution, he said, confirms their        
commitment to the project.  Strang also sent a letter to Selkirk and St. Andrews councils     
requesting a joint meeting with the three councils to discuss concerns about the project. 
Strang’s request was met with some questions at Selkirk’s council meeting on May 7. Coun. 
John Buffie was looking to get a clearer sense of what would be discussed at the meeting. 
 

Deputy mayor Marlene Cook said she thought the meeting was a good idea.  “If we were all 
able to get together maybe we could get things ironed out,” she said.  Mayor David Bell was 
not at the meeting to comment on the issue.  

 
In a separate issue, Sklar said she and Kurliw were looking to speak with Selkirk council at 
Selkirk’s May 22 committee of the whole meeting.  There was some discussion at Selkirk’s 
May 7 meeting about having the three councils meet with the library board on May 22, but at 
press time, meeting dates were still under discussion.  The library has been a contentious  
issue over the past couple of years with a debate about whether it should be built on       Man-
itoba Avenue or Eveline Street by the waterfront. The province donated two acres of land on 
Manitoba Avenue in January 2006, and in October 2006, the board voted to build the     li-
brary on Manitoba.  Concerns about the funding formula have also been raised at Selkirk 
council  
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Selkirk on board 
Council supports library, but questions remain 

By Nancy Renwick                                                                                                                                                       
Friday June 01, 2007 

 

Selkirk Journal — They support it, sort of. 
Selkirk council voted Monday to support the new proposed regional library, but it’s still not clear if the city sup-
ports the new Manitoba Avenue location for the library.  The vote to support the library came after a 10 minute 
presentation from Colleen Sklar, chair of the library board, Rob Cox, chair of the library foundation and Ken 
Kuryliw, manager of the current library, before a crowd of about 20 people who attended the meeting. A layout of 
concept drawing for the Manitoba Avenue location was off to the side of where the three were speaking. 

 
The library has been a contentious issue over the past few years with a debate about whether it should be built 
on Manitoba Avenue or Eveline Street by the waterfront. The province donated two acres of land on Manitoba 
Avenue in January 2006, and in October 2006, the board voted to build the library on Manitoba.  Cox said he 
was aware of the controversy surrounding the library, but hoped Selkirk council would offer its support as the 
councils for St. Clements and St. Andrews have already offered their support. The two RMs passed resolutions 
supporting the library at meetings in May. 

 
Kuryliw said the current library needs to expand to meet demand in the area. He said the amount of funding  
Selkirk would provide for the new library’s operating expenses, based on the Manitoba Avenue location, would 
be consistent with what the city has always paid.  “We’re not looking at more from Selkirk taxpayers,” he said.  
Cox said the three representatives were there to seek Selkirk’s support for the project.  Coun. Pat Pruden asked 
if they were looking for support in terms of location or just funding. Cox said he would prefer to have support for 
the location. Coun. Larry Johannson also said he was struggling with the location.  “Myself, I’m am in full favour 
of a new library,” he said. “I wish you well. The only thing I struggle with is the location.” 

 
The motion stated “that council of the city of Selkirk supports in principle, the library board and the Selkirk, St. 
Andrews St. Clements library foundation’s efforts to raise funds to build a regional library in Selkirk, Manitoba, as 
presented.”  All council members voted in favour of the resolution. Deputy mayor Marlene Cook was absent from 
the meeting. But that wasn’t the end of the discussion. At the end of the council meeting, when council members 
were discussing new business, Pruden brought up the issue again. She said she felt council hadn’t recognized 
the concerns of citizens about the location of the library, and suggested some sort of advertising or public forum 
to discuss the issue. 

 
Nicol said the Manitoba Avenue location wasn’t his first choice for the library. But, he said, given the information 
council was provided about the issue he was comfortable with it. He said he’d like to see the library board place 
an ad in the local paper so that all residents can fully understand the decision in regards to the location. 
Selkirk Mayor David Bell appeared to have a different interpretation of what was passed. Speaking after the 
meeting, Bell emphasized the resolution didn’t specify the location of the library.  “This does not necessarily 
speak to location,” he said. “It doesn’t say the Manitoba Avenue West location. It says that we support the     
ongoing working, if you will, of getting a new library to this area.” 

 
Bell acknowledged the library may wind up on Manitoba. “But we’re also trying to work diligently to champion the 
issues that are being brought forth to us so that we’re not just making a blind resolution that says ‘yeah we’re 
going to go out and do this,’” he said. “It’s about having the opportunity to get public input.”  Bell said he wasn’t 
sure what the options were in terms of public consultation.  “I can’t think [of options] because I don’t know,” he 
said. “We just basically talked about ‘Do we [council] want to see the project die?’ and I think everybody sort of 
feels that there’s a strong spirit. We don’t want to be negligent of the volunteer base.”  Bell said he felt          
comfortable with the information Cox, Sklar and Kuryliw presented to council.  “It was a good information     
package,” he said. “There is a good opportunity potentially that can come from this no matter where the location 
is.”  

 
Sklar said as she understood it, the resolution indicated support for the Manitoba Avenue location.  “The      
foundation was clear that we were working towards the Manitoba Avenue location,” she said.  Sklar said she 
was pleased that Selkirk offered its support to the project by passing the resolution.  “This means we can now 
move forward in a positive direction and begin to make this vision of this regional library facility a reality with all 
our partners firmly on board,” she said. She declined to comment on the further comments that were raised 
about the location.  “It’s my understanding that we’re moving forward as presented and proposed to council with 
our concept,” she said. “We’re going to move forward in a positive direction, to try and begin to lay the          
foundation and groundwork for this really important project.”  Sklar said the representatives from the library 
would move towards getting foundation and federal funding for the project, and begin planning a capital        
campaign.  She said the library was looking at getting some more information about the new library out to the 
public, possibly through the newspaper.  
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St. Andrews: No cash for new library 
Vote against $500,000 could jeopardize project 

By Nancy Renwick 
Friday December 07, 2007 

Selkirk Journal — St. Andrews council voted down a request to provide $500,000 in capital funding 
for the new Red River North Regional Library. 
The decision could have serious impact on the future of the planned new library building. 
The motion in St. Andrews was defeated 4-3 with hardly any discussion.  Reeve Don Forfar and 
Couns. Kurtiss Krasnesky and Laurie Hunt voted in favour of the motion. Deputy Reeve Ralph Boch, 
and Couns. Wayne Boch, Robert Ataman and Elmer Keryluk voted against it.  Rob Cox, chair of the 
Selkirk St. Clements St. Andrews library foundation, said the foundation is making a similar request to 
each of the municipal councils.  

 
Cox said the federal and provincial governments would provide matching funds for what the founda-
tion raised. With $500,000 from each of the councils and $500,000 he said the foundation would 
raise, that would provide $6 million towards building costs for the new library.  The foundation made 
presentations about the project to each of the three councils and had requested a response by Dec. 
15, said Cox. He anticipates Selkirk and St. Clements will be discussing the issue next week.  

 
St. Andrews voted on the issue at its Dec. 3 council meeting.  Speaking after the meeting, Forfar, a 
former chair of the library foundation, said he was disappointed with the result. He said it’s            well
-documented that communities that have progressive and substantial libraries tend to be more eco-
nomically viable.  “I think this doesn’t speak well of the community,” he said. “But I understand why 
those who voted against it did so.”  He pointed out with the matching funds from the other      munici-
palities and governments, for every dollar the RM contributed, they were getting $5 in equity. 

 
Deputy Reeve Ralph Boch later said he voted against the resolution because he felt there were other 
priorities that need to be addressed before the RM makes that kind of commitment to the library.  
“Number 1 is roads,” he said, but he also cited infrastructure such as water and sewer.  Boch also 
said he consulted with a few key people in the RM who expressed a similar opinion.  

 
After the meeting, Krasnesky said he supported the motion because he sees libraries as important to 
the community.  “It’s about the kids, about learning. I think it’s a worthy service we’re providing to our 
residents,” he said, comparing the library to roads and recreation as important services.  “I think it’s a 
good thing for the public,” he said.  But Coun. Rob Ataman said the RM has other, more important 
priorities, like roads.  “It’s not that the library isn’t  important,” he said. “I’m a teacher. But you need to 
have infrastructure in place. It’s more important to do that.”  

 
Cox said he was “obviously disappointed” about the result of the vote. But he’s hoping if the other two 
councils vote to support the funding, St. Andrews might take another look at the  issue.  “We’ll wait 
and see what the other two council come back with,” he said. “If the other two support [the request], 
we’ll look to go back to St. Andrews.”  Cox said the foundation will meet after all the councils vote to 
discuss the results. If all three councils turn down the request, Cox said it could put the new library at 
risk.  “The worst case scenario is that this could jeopardize the whole project,” he said.  But Cox      re
-iterated he was optimistic if both other councils voted to support the request, St. Andrews might  re-
consider its decision. 
 

As the resolution read in St. Andrews, the funding was subject to the support of the two other        
municipal partners and the success of the foundation in getting matching funds from the provincial 
and federal governments.  After months of debate about where to build the new, $8.9 million library, 
the foundation voted in October 2006 to put it on Manitoba Avenue rather than by Selkirk’s waterfront 
on Eveline Street.  
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Trimmed down building costs $7.8 million 

By Nancy Renwick                                                                                                                   
Friday December 14, 2007 

 
Selkirk Journal — It’s a $7.8 million investment. 

 
Rob Cox, chair of the library foundation, said the new Red River North Regional Library will 
cost $7.8 million. Six million would go to the cost of the building and parking lot, with an      
additional $1.5 million for books and extra supplies.  The funding for the building would come 
through the anticipated $500,000 from each municipality and matching funds from the       
provincial and federal government. The combined $6 million would cover the cost of the  
building. The additional $1.8 million is already partially accounted for, he said.  
 

Cox pointed to $600,000 the province committed in March 2007 and said he’s hoping there 
are other infrastructure programs that can provide more funding.  The foundation is also   
looking to local businesses in the community for their support. The early feeling, he said, is 
that there is interest out there for the project. 

 
The $6 million estimate to build the new digs is less than what was originally proposed,       
because the foundation decided to cut down on some of the extras that were planned for the 
building.  “It’s a different design being proposed at this point,” he said.  

 
Cox highlighted a theatre, which was in the original proposal, but has not been included in the 
final plan. He said the idea now is to get the main building up with the option of expanding it 
more later.  As outlined in a presentation before St. Clements council, the current library is 
5,000 square feet serving a population of 30,580. In comparison, Portage has a library of 
14,500 square feet serving a population of 19,767.  The new Red River North Regional      
Library would have 21,680 square feet of space for the library in a 28,150 square foot     
building.  
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Library at risk 
Selkirk, St. Clements delay decision on $500K request 

By Nancy Renwick                                                                                                                                
Friday December 14, 2007 

 
Selkirk Journal — One no plus two maybes equals, well, maybe. 
St. Clements and Selkirk both delayed voting on a request for $500,000 to build the new Red River 
North Regional Library. The delay leaves the future of the new library in limbo.  St. Andrews voted 
down the request in a 4-3 vote on Dec. 3.  Selkirk council will be  discussing the issue at the         
committee of the whole meeting Dec. 17, said Mayor David Bell.  “Whatever [decision] happens there 
is where we’re going,” he said. However, he said, council could decide to refer the issue to further   
discussion at the budget meetings. 

 
St. Clements councillors discussed the issue at their Dec. 11 council meeting, after a presentation by 
library manager Ken Kuryliw, chair of the library’s capital campaign, Kerry Hendry, chair of the library 
board Colleen Sklar and foundation chair Rob Cox.  The request drew a mixed response from St. 
Clements councillors.  “I have no issue with supporting it,” said Deputy Mayor Rod Cameron. He 
“guarantee[d]” people would use the new building.  Coun. Ray Frey had concerns about the size of the 
request. “I just don’t agree with $500,000,” he said. 

 
Coun. Glen Basarowich said it was important for the three communities to work together on it.  “I do 
think it’s important to have something that ties this region together,” he said.  Other concerns were 
raised about the need to improve roads in the RM and that the library would only benefit residents 
close to Selkirk.  In the end, councillors referred the issue to further discussion at the RM’s budget 
meeting Dec. 13. 

 
St. Clements Mayor Steve Strang wasn’t at the council meeting, but he said he had concerns with the 
amount requested.  Strang said the RM couldn’t afford $500,000 at one time coming out of their budg-
et, but might be able to do so if it was paid out over three years, or if it was a smaller amount.  “Could 
it be something else [besides $500,000]?” he asked.  He called the library “one of the biggest issues 
St. Clements will vote on this year,” but emphasized that it was a regional project.  “I certainly see the 
value in the three municipalities working together to put a library up,” he said. 

 
How St. Clements and Selkirk vote on the issue will determine the future of the new library. 
If both councils approve the request, Cox said the foundation would go back to St. Andrews to see if 
they would reconsider their decision and come on board.  If either Selkirk or St. Clements votes to 
contribute the full amount and the other municipality turns down the request, it gets more complicated.  
“In that case, we have a problem,” said Cox. “Then we as a foundation would have to look at other  
options.” 
 

The foundation would then have to look at doing more fundraising themselves, which could delay the 
project, potentially for years.  “The project could be in jeopardy if there’s not the support,” said Cox.  
However Cox said he was “optimistic” the request would be supported by Selkirk and St. Clements 
and the new building would still be a go.  Cox said the foundation came up with the figure of $500,000 
for each community to cover the cost of the building.  

 
If the councils were to go any lower, the matching grants would also go down. If the foundation has to 
wait an extra couple of years to get the funding, he said, those grants might not be available.  Cox 
said he understood council members’ concerns.  “In fairness to them, when this process was first 
started, they were told there wouldn’t be a capital component,” he said.  He recognized the library is 
competing with roads and other infrastructure projects. But Cox said the new library also has a role to 
play.  “A library is an important component in a community,” he said. “The one we have isn’t able to 
serve the three communities.”  Cox said more people than ever are using the library. According to   
information distributed by the library, in St. Clements alone the number of registered library cards went 
from 231 in 2005 to 1,495 in 2007. And the library is on pace to hit 75,000 visits this year.  “People 
think technology will move people away from the library, but it’s actually bringing more people to the 
library,” he said. 
 
- with files from Amie Lesyk  
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Still waiting 
Councils delay action on funding for new library 

By Nancy Renwick                                                                                                                    
Friday December 21, 2007 

 
Selkirk Journal — The new Red River North regional library is still waiting to find out if it will 
get support from Selkirk and St. Clements for a new building. Both councils delayed voting on 
a request for funding until the new year.  

 
The library foundation is requesting $500,000 each from Selkirk, St, Andrews and St. Clem-
ents to go towards capital costs of a new $6 million building.  St. Andrews council voted down 
the request Dec. 3.  St. Clements delayed voting on the request at its council meeting Dec. 
11, and discussed it further at budget meetings Dec. 13-14.  Speaking after those   meetings, 
St. Clements Mayor Steve Strang said councillors had concerns about a $500,000 contribu-
tion, but there was support for $250,000. 

 
Strang said he hopes to get all three councils together to discuss the issue early in the new 
year to find a way to make the project work.  “The library plays an important role in the     
community and we want to see it succeed,” he said. 
 
At its committee of the whole meeting Dec. 17, Selkirk council discussed a motion to front the 
library $500,000 for the new building, then recover those costs with the sale of the current 
property.  Coun. John Buffie said he saw “a lot of value” in the proposal and recommended it 
go ahead to council.  Coun. Pat Pruden said the proposal looked like a “win-win” situation for 
Selkirk residents.  “But at the same time I think council has to do its due diligence,” she said, 
and requested more information on how the proposal would affect citizens until the current 
property could be sold. 

 
Coun. Rapko said she supported the library. But she expressed concern about other          
priorities, including sewer and water and said council was told the foundation wouldn’t be   
asking for funds for capital costs, so she preferred it go to budget deliberations.  Buffie    
questioned the need for the request to go back to budget, because, he said, it was a 
$500,000 commitment the city would get back in the end. The library foundation, he said, 
needs direction and the delay with going to budget would cost them time. 

 
Coun. Larry Johannson said he was supportive of the proposal.  “You write them a cheque, 
we sell, we get our money back,” he said.  Coun. Nicol said he wanted more information 
about how the funding would proceed while the city was waiting for the sale of the current  
location to be finalized, but also wanted to send a clear signal of support to the foundation. 
Mayor David Bell wasn’t at the council meeting. But in a later conversation with the Journal, 
he said he supported the proposal before council.  “It’s a very do-able thing,” he said. “So I’m 
supportive of it.”  

 
Bell said he’s still not “completely supportive” of the location of the library on Manitoba      Av-
enue rather than on the waterfront. But he said he’s supportive of building a new library.  
Rob Cox, chair of the Selkirk St Andrews St. Clements library foundation said the fact that St. 
Clements and Selkirk are delaying their decisions shouldn’t impact on funding from other   
levels of government.  He said the library foundation is looking to launch its capital campaign 
for the project early in the new year.  

http://


200

Archives 

Library questions remain 

Friday January 04, 2008 

Selkirk Journal — The new Red River North regional library begins 2008 much the same 
way it began 2007: moving forward, but with questions. 

 
The new library, a partnership between Selkirk, St. Andrews and St. Clements, has been a 
contentious issue over the past few years with a debate about whether it should be built on 
Manitoba Avenue or Eveline Street by the waterfront. The province donated two acres of land 
on Manitoba Avenue in January 2006, and in October 2006, the board voted to build the     
library on Manitoba. 

 
In February 2007, library welcomed a new chair for its foundation and a new manager for 
their library services.  Selkirk’s Rob Cox was chosen to lead the foundation into its next stage 
of development.  “The foundation is honoured to have Rob Cox join us,” said Colleen Sklar, 
chair of the Red River North Regional Library board when Cox’s appointment was               
announced. “Rob brings so many important skills to us and we are all looking forward to   
working with him.”  Cox has been working for more than 33 years with Manitoba Hydro, where 
he is currently manager of energy services and sales.  “The library is an important project in 
the community,” he said when he was introduced as chair. “It’s nice to be associated with 
something that’s going to be world class.” 

 
The library also announced that Ken Kuryliw, who previously worked as a library consultant 
for the Interlake region, would replace outgoing manager of library services Karen Kiddey. 
On March 6, the province announced a $600,000 contribution to the Selkirk facility.  “[The  
library] will be a tremendous asset to the community,” said Education, Citizenship and Youth 
Minister Peter Bjornson, who spoke on behalf of Intergovernmental Affairs Minister Steve 
Ashton. 

 
In June, Selkirk council voted to support the new library, but the resolution council passed 
didn’t specify the location.  “This does not necessarily speak to location,” said Selkirk Mayor 
David Bell after the council meeting. “It doesn't say the Manitoba Avenue West location. It 
says that we support the ongoing working, if you will, of getting a new library to this area.” 
 

In December all three councils involved discussed a request from the library foundation to 
provide $500,000 in capital funding for the new building. The request came after the councils 
were told earlier in the year there would be no request for capital funding for the project. 
St. Andrews voted down the resolution, 4-3. St. Clements and Selkirk both wanted to talk 
about the issue more before they made a decision one way or another.  “Could it be       
something else [besides $500,000]?” asked St. Clements Mayor Steve Strang after council 
discussed the issue. 

 
Selkirk council discussed a proposal to front the library $500,000 for the new building, then 
recover those costs with the sale of the current property, but delayed voting on the issue until 
2008.  In the meantime, Cox said the library foundation is looking to launch its capital       
campaign for the project early this year. 
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Time to check in or check out 

By Nancy Renwick                                                                                                                                                       
Friday January 25, 2008 

Selkirk Journal — It’s fish or cut bait time with the Red River North Regional Library. 
After seven years of discussion and consultation by the library board and three years of work by the library founda-
tion, the new library is hanging by a thread.  On Jan. 9, the library foundation voted to disband, effective Feb. 28. 
They’re the body spearheading the charge to raise the $7.8 million needed to get the new building done. If that body 
dissolves, the area can kiss its new library goodbye and with it a lot of hard work by a committed group of volunteers.  
It didn’t have to be this way and there’s still time for everyone involved to work it out. The library board asked the 
foundation to hang on and made an appeal to the three municipal partners to meet up and find a solution. But it’s  
going to require some compromises and a lot of political will.  

 
In 2006, St. Clements joined up with the library. Between 2005-07, there was a 50 per cent increase in items         
borrowed from the library, from 91,000 to more than 131,000. St. Clements membership has increased from 231 to 
1,495, St. Andrews from 2,097 to 2,885 and Selkirk from 3,658 to 4,175.  All this in a day when the internet is        
supposed to be killing off the book industry. 

 
In January 2006 the province sold the library two acres of land on Manitoba Avenue for $2, a savings of almost 
$65,000. They’ve also contributed $600,000 to the library. And there’s another $2 million there from the province and 
an equal amount from the feds, if the municipalities and the board can come up with their own $2 million.  There was 
even more provincial funding available but those funds went elsewhere because of the delays in getting the project off 
the ground in Selkirk.  

 
The new building is needed and it’s well justified. An extensive planning process was done, including investigating if 
the current location could be expanded. It can’t be. Consultations were held with the community and relevant     
stakeholders. Even after the province donated the land, the issue of location was brought up at Selkirk council.    
Business plans and drawings were done for both Manitoba Avenue and Eveline Street. In October 2006, 10 months 
after the province sold the library land on Manitoba the board and foundation confirmed the decision to build on  Man-
itoba Ave.  
 
But that didn’t stop the chatter from Selkirk about how they’re still not supportive of the location. Selkirk Mayor David 
Bell is on record as recently as December as saying he’s still not completely supportive of the Manitoba Avenue    
location. That kind of talk stops these projects dead in their tracks. If the host community doesn’t fully support the new 
digs, why should anyone else? News flash – there are plenty of other businesses that can build on the waterfront. Go 
after of them instead of complaining about the one that got away. 

 
Now the region has a unique opportunity for a great new building to be built with a wad of cash from two levels of  
government.  All that’s needed is for the three municipalities whose residents will be benefitting from the new digs to 
step up and take some responsibility and pay for a share of building the place. No one has said they don’t support the 
library, just the location and the potential cost. That’s easy. Quick, who wants a $7.8 million state of the art building at 
no cost? All aboard! Who wants the same building, but with a price that might mean long discussions and hard      
decisions. Well now, we see fewer hands going up around the table.  

 
The RMs need to decide just how badly they want the new building. It could all still fall to pieces.  But the               
responsibility for this isn’t just on the municipalities.  At the outset, the municipalities were told they would be          
responsible for annual maintenance fees for the library, not capital costs. Then last fall, after designs and business 
plans were all approved, the foundation went to the municipalities with a new message – show us the money. They 
went asking for $500,000 from each of the three partners. The foundation said they needed an answer by Dec. 15. 
St. Andrews said no to the request in a close 4-3 vote. Selkirk and St. Clements said they wanted to look at it in their 
2008 budgets.  

 
Keep in mind, Selkirk’s total expenditures for 2007 were $11.2 million. A half-million isn’t exactly chump change. It’s a 
significant investment. All or nothing half-way through the fiscal year isn’t a fair request. Especially when they were 
told they wouldn’t need to provide any funding at all.  But whatever Selkirk and St. Clements are willing to come up 
with and whether St. Andrews would reconsider their decision may be a moot point. The foundation is to dissolve  
effective Feb. 28, before the 2008 budgets come down.  

 
It gives the municipalities a great way out. Come the 2008 budget they could say they were willing to ante up, but with 
the foundation out of the way, it’s irrelevant.  The ball is in the municipalities’ court, to find the political will to come up 
with something the foundation can work with and finally get the project under way. However the foundation needs to 
keep the door open to a Hail Mary pass from the municipalities. Time is running short but the game isn’t over yet.  
The new library would be a great benefit to the communities. It will be a big loss to the area if they can’t find a way to 
get this done.  
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Current library busier than ever: Kuryliw 

By Nancy Renwick                                                                                                                    
Friday January 25, 2008 

 
Selkirk Journal — While the new Red River North Regional Library is on thin ice, business at 
the current location is booming, according to information provided by library manager Ken 
Kuryliw. 

 
The facility is being used now more than ever, he said. He provided the Journal with a few 
handouts to back up his words. According to the information provided, there has been a     
significant increase in membership, readership and service.  
Since 2005, the number of items taken out has increased from 91,431 to 131,548 in 2007, an 
increase of almost 50 per cent in three years.  
 
In 2007, a record 74,990 people visited the library, up more than 20,000 from the previous 
high of about 53,000.  The number of active library members in Selkirk has increased from 
3,658 in 2005 to 4,175 in 2007, for St. Clements it’s an increase from 231 in 2005 to 1,495 in 
2007 for St. Andrews, it’s increased from 2,097 to 2,885. 

 
The library currently has 40,400 books, with each item taken out an average of 3.1 times a 
year. Colleen Sklar, chair of the library board, said for a community the size of Selkirk,         
St. Andrews and St. Clements, there should be 90,000 titles. As it is, they only have room for 
37,000 so the library has more books on the shelves than they really have room for, she said. 
In 2007, the library added four new public access computers and a video magnifier to make it 
easier for people with limited vision to read print materials. They brought in the technology so 
anyone with internet access can check the library catalogue on-line seven days a week. 

 
In January the library expanded its hours to include Sundays from 1-5 p.m. and they will be 
adding two new sessions of the Storytime sessions for parents who aren’t able to get to the 
ones they offer during the week, said Kuryliw. And starting Feb. 15, it will be open an extra 
three hours on Friday, from 6-9 p.m.  
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Books not lining up 
New library in doubt after foundation votes to dissolve 

By Nancy Renwick                                                                                                                                            
Friday January 25, 2008 

 
Selkirk Journal — The future of the new Red River North Regional Library is up in the air after the group 
raising funds for the project voted to dissolve itself.  “As far as the foundation is concerned, [the new       
library] is on hold,” said Rob Cox, chair of the Selkirk, St. Andrews, St. Clements library foundation. “It’s 
definitely on hold.”  The library foundation passed a motion to dissolve itself effective the end of February, 
at a meeting Jan. 9.  “[The decision was made to] dissolve the foundation because we didn’t see where we 
were going to be successful in raising the necessary funds to start the library construction without support 
from municipalities,” said Cox. 

 
In the fall, the foundation requested $500,000 from each of the municipalities to support capital costs for 
the project. Those funds would be matched by another $500,000 the foundation committed to raising. The 
$2 million from those combined efforts would be matched by funds from the federal and provincial         
governments for a total of $6 million.  

 
On Dec. 3, St. Andrews voted down the request to give $500,000 to the library by a 4-3 vote. Later in     
December Selkirk council discussed financing the request with the sale of the existing library building and 
property, and sent the issue to budget discussions while St. Clements raised concerns about the amount 
requested.  Without municipal funding, the matching dollars aren’t there from the province or the federal 
governments for the $7.8 million project, said Cox. And private donors have asked to see a financial    
commitment from the municipalities before they step up, said Cox.  

 
Provincial funding that was not dependent on a municipal contribution was on board a couple of years ago, 
said Cox. But with other projects moving forward and no construction activity on the library the other      
projects were given priority with that funding.  The other option, for the foundation to raise the $2 million on 
its own, wasn’t realistic, said Cox.  “If the foundation has to go out and raise $2 million, who knows how 
long that will take. Three years? Five years?,” said Cox. “The volunteers have been there since Day 1 and 
to carry this for another three years just isn’t in their game plan.” 

 
The library board met Jan. 21 to discuss the foundation’s decision. They asked the foundation for “patience 
and understanding” and sent a letter to the three municipalities involved requesting the three meet to find a 
way to move the project forward.  “The future is very uncertain,” said Colleen Sklar, chair of the library 
board. “There’s a lot at stake.”  But Sklar was keeping optimistic.  “The library board is very hopeful the city 
and two municipalities will move forward,” she said, to create a facility all three partners can benefit from. 
Selkirk Mayor David Bell said he understands the foundation’s frustration.  “It’s always difficult for people 
who have worked hard to feel their efforts are for naught,” he said. “I can appreciate where they’re coming 
from.” 

 
Council, he said, sent the issue to budget discussion for consideration.  “We haven’t said no,” said Bell. 
“We haven’t said yes.”  He said he was personally supportive of the city’s option to finance the request 
through the sale of the existing property and would support a meeting to talk more about the issue.    
Speaking from a conference in Fargo, St. Andrews Reeve Don Forfar said he hadn’t seen the letter from 
the foundation, but said he’d be open to a three-council meeting to discuss the future of the project. 
“I can’t imagine my council wouldn’t be,” he said.  Forfar said he “can’t predict” if his council would be    
willing to revisit their decision to turn down the request for funds from the foundation. But he said           
correspondence coming into the RM about the issue has been heavily in favour of supporting the new 
building. 

 
Rod Cameron, the St. Clements representative on the library board and deputy mayor of St. Clements, 
said the municipality is supportive of the library, but the timing just isn’t right.  “This council will support the 
project,” he said. “Just not right now.”  The foundation’s request came at a difficult time, he said, before 
budget planning for the next year.  “If this was for next year I don’ think there would be a problem with it,” 
he said.  “Who wouldn’t want a new state-of-the-art building for a buy in $500,000?” he said. “It’s a pretty 
good investment.”  Cameron said he was hopeful representatives from the three municipalities would meet 
to talk about the issue within a couple of weeks.  
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St. Andrews budget released 
Increased funding to public works and drainage, library absent 

By Brian Bowman                                                                                                                                             
Friday May 02, 2008 

 
Selkirk Journal — St. Andrews council’s proposed budget introduced at Tuesday’s Financial Plan Hearing 
will see a slight increase to 14.94 mills this year while substantially increasing its budgets for public works, 
road maintenance and drainage budgets.  Last year, the mill rate for RM of St. Andrews residents was 14.53 
mills compared to 12.9 in 2006 and 14.9 in 2005. 

 
The proposed budget still has to go through a second- and third-reading by council before it becomes official. 
This year, council initiated a long-term plan for the maintenance of over 100 km of hard-surfaced roads with-
in the municipality.  But what was absent, however, was funding set aside for a new library for the     commu-
nity. There were approximately 70 residents in attendance at the meeting - a large number compared to past 
years - and most of those were in support of a new library. 

 
RM of St. Andrews CAO DJ Sigmundson gave an informative outline of this year’s budget, which was       
followed by a lengthy question-and-answer period.  “They made good points both ways, obviously it was a 
library crowd, and there were some good points which will be put forward for future council (discussions),” 
said St. Andrews Reeve Don Forfar.  Forfar said there is interest amongst both the Mayor of Selkirk, Dave 
Bell, and the Mayor of St. Clements, Steve Strang, to join forces with the RM of St. Andrews concerning the 
proposed library project.  

 
Rob Sarginson attended the 90-minute meeting and is in favour of a new library, stressing the current one on 
Main Street in Selkirk is simply too small to accommodate the current population.  “We’re hoping council will 
reconsider and give us a positive that we can take to the other councils and get this project moving,”        
Sarginson said after the meeting. “It has been about four years of work, getting the land and going through 
all the hoops necessary to make this project happen. We know libraries work to build communities... the   
existing library is a sardine can.”  But the library took a backseat to this year’s budget as council became 
concerned that an inadequate amount of funding was being allocated to hard surface roads. Due in large 
part to ever-increasing construction costs, many existing hard-surfaced roads were beginning to fail. 
 

In this proposed budget, $294,000 has been designated for dust control, $453,000 for gravel and $120,000 
for salt and sand. These figures represent 11 per cent of the municipal budget, an increase of 7 per cent 
compared to last year. 
 
Public works 
Meanwhile, the regular replacement of public works graders and other equipment accounts for $250,00 of 
the budget while another $250,000 has been allocated for a proposed public works shop.  In addition, four 
new seasonal public works positions have been added to address the need for faster response to potholes 
and miscellaneous small projects in the southern portion of the municipality.  Major drainage works for the 
upcoming year will see the completion of the Mirey Creek Drain, including landscaping where it is required. 
As well, Settlers Trail drain will be constructed, complete with a retention pond and a new pump and outflow 
for the Overwater area. 
 
Environmental protection 
The RM of St. Andrews is also making protecting the environment a top priority as it looks to complete the 
closure of the expired cell at Earl Grey Landfill site, which was replaced last year with a new cell.  The same 
site will also benefit from a tree planting program, sponsored in part by a $10,000 Forest Enhancement 
Grant from Manitoba Hydro. Some 6,000 new trees will be planted, which will enhance the appearance of 
the area while also creating a buffer between the landfill cells and the community.  The municipality will also 
provide funding for the Red River Infrastructure Committee to aid in developing a centralized water supply 
and sewage treatment system to the region. 
 
Recreation and public safety 
A contribution of an additional $25,000 from the RM of St. Andrews will go towards the Selkirk and District 
Community Foundation to provide a never-ending source of funding for existing and future community      
recreation facilities.  Meanwhile, St. Andrews will continue its partnership with West St. Paul to provide a 
shared recreation director while the budget also includes operational and capital support for numerous   
community organizations.  St. Andrews will also look to improve public safety with a new Rescue Wagon  
purchased for the North Fire Hall and will also provide funding for Prairie By-Law Enforcement to increase 
visibility and   reduce bylaw infractions.  
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Local library project in limbo 

By Hayley Brigg                                                                                                                                                               
Friday June 20, 2008 

 
Selkirk Journal — The construction of a new $8 million community library for Selkirk and the municipalities of            
St. Andrews and St. Clements has been on hold since 2000 due to lack of financial support from local  governments. 
Well, the numbers are in, and those involved with the library say it’s time for the municipalities to step up to the plate  

 
Library manager Ken Kuryliw and library board chair Colleen Sklar say it is crucial the library move forward with the new 
project as the existing building is grossly undersized, and is now unable to meet the demand of its membership.  “We 
have one of the smallest libraries in Manitoba for our population size,” said Kuryliw. “Our current facility is 5,000 square 
feet but realistically, it should be five-times that size for the amount of people we serve.” 

 
Residents of Selkirk, St. Andrews and St. Clements make up 93 per cent of the 9,637 members the library has, and 
were responsible for the same percentage of the 143,076 library circulations last year as members of the three        
communities checked out a whopping 133,280 in library materials.  In the five months of 2008 alone, library circulation 
have already reached 65,401 check-outs and that number according to Kuryliw and Sklar is expected to surpass figures 
of last year.  “In April and May alone of this year, the gate count of the amount of people who have visited the library is 
over 16,000,” Sklar said. “It’s now at a critical point where we can no longer keep up with the public demand to utilize 
our library services.” 

 
The numbers add up, and Kuryliw and Sklar say its more than clear the communities are utilizing the library to such an 
extent a newer and more improved facility is desperately needed.  Although they have provincial and federal support for 
the project, the library has found itself stuck in limbo.  Provincial and federal funding operates on a ‘matching’ basis that 
requires local municipalities to aid in financing projects. Whatever the municipalities put forward in funding, the province 
and federal government will match, but without financial support from the municipalities, there is no possibility of fund-
ing.  “When we were denied (by the municipalities) the first time around, the reason they gave us was there timing   
concerns and that they had other commitments that they felt were more important at the time,” Sklar said. “But this new 
facility will be a municipal institution for all three communities, and it’s so important that there is support for that.” 

 
Sklar and Kuryliw said the new facility creates an opportunity that allows them to enrich library services already offers, 
and enables them to bring new services in, such as adult learning and Red River College courses. It will also provide 
more space for the various activities and groups the library houses, which at this time, is bursting at the seams.  “The 
current library has a multipurpose room that only houses 25 people,” Sklar said. “We have an endless waiting lists for all 
our programs, and we always end up turning people away. That shouldn’t happen, but we just can’t accommodate 
them.” 

 
Another main concern for Kuryliw and Sklar is their lack of space for more computer terminals. The library has seen a 
99 per cent increase in bookings to utilize the computers since 2006, and their 10 existing  stations are feeling the   
pressure. Sklar claims the computers easily see 54 people a day, and 1,300 hours are already booked to utilize the  
machines, creating a massive waiting list for those who need access.  “Many people can’t afford to purchase           
computers, or it is beyond their means to pay for monthly internet access,” Kuryliw said. “As many jobs and government 
programs requires computers, the library needs to be an outlet for the public for these services.” 

 
Sklar and Kuryliw are unable to think of any negative reasons for investing in a new library, as statistics show the     
community benefits as a whole from the service.  “There is a direct correlation between how much money is spent on      
libraries and decreased crime rates, increased literacy rates and economic growth,” Kuryliw explained. “If we don’t in-
vest in this new facility, it will be a huge loss socially, economically, and communally.” 

 
The model for new environmentally-friendly facility will aim to be a place location for anyone of any age, offering    
classroom space for potential adult learning, a coffee shop, increased space for computer terminals, wireless access, a 
fireplace and even an outdoor reading area and playground. “It will be a more welcoming environment that people will 
want to be in, to come together as a community, and not just a place for books or resources,” Kuryliw said. 

 
For now, Kuryliw and Sklar wait anxiously for an upcoming opportunity to re-present the model to council, and are  
hopeful they will ‘see the light’ and jump to invest the $1.5 million, or $500,000 each into the project.  
“We just need someone from council to take a leadership role and get everyone on board,” Sklar said. “The library has 
been neglected, and we need to bring it into focus and stop selling our community short.”  
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Meeting of the minds 
Provincial, municipal politicians discuss future of new library 

By Brian Bowman 
Friday July 18, 2008 

Selkirk Journal — Representatives from three area councils met with government officials 
last Friday to discuss the possibility of a new regional library.  The meeting was initiated by 
Gimli MLA Peter Bjornson and Selkirk MLA Greg Dewar who invited Selkirk-Interlake MP 
James Bezan and the mayors/reeves and council members of Selkirk, St. Clements and St. 
Andrews to a meeting at the St. Andrews municipal office in Clandeboye.  “We had an open 
and frank discussion about some of the issues and there was a general (consensus) that a 
new library was necessary and the issue becomes how it’s financed and paid for,” said Dewar  

Wednesday morning. “People agree it’s a benefit to the whole region that the project move 
forward in terms of the value of having a new library and the economic impacts as well.” 
Bjornson agreed the meeting was beneficial to those in attendance.  “I think everyone at the 
table agreed it was a good idea, to first of all, have the meeting,” said Bjornson. “There’s a 
consensus there that the existing facility doesn’t fulfill the needs of the community and it was 
evident that there were a few obstacles that would need to be overcome for the project to  
proceed. But I felt pretty good about it and I think there was a lot of really good discussion.” 
The mayors and reeves each felt the meeting was an extremely positive step in the library  
dilemma, which has been a contentious issue in the community for years. 
 
“It was very positive in that everyone agreed on the importance of the library and everybody 
clearly sees that the library is growing,” said St. Clements Mayor Steve Strang. “Hopefully we 
can work it out. There’s indifferences, as to who has to give what and who is getting the  ben-
efit. (But) I see some positives that happened and one is we all agree a new library would be 
beneficial and totally important to the community.” 

 
St. Andrews Reeve Don Forfar warned it’s way too early to be celebrating the construction of 
a new library. Still, he was optimistic the talks were productive.  “At the end of the day, are we 
building a new library? No,” said Forfar. “But I think it’s involving, I don’t want to sound too  
optimistic, but what happened was the issues got put on the table and I think that’s the best 
thing that could be said.  “And I think some of the people that were against it would probably 
tell you that they were a little less against it. Are they putting their hands up to spend a half 
million dollars? No, they’re not there yet...but there was some movement and its the            
beginning of an ongoing process,” he added. 

 
Selkirk’s deputy mayor Marlene Cook attended the meeting but was not available for        
comment by press time.  Meanwhile, the next step in the process, said Forfar, was for each 
council to meet and discuss what their issues are pertaining to this project, and what it would 
take for it to become fruition.  From there, the CAOs of each municipality would get together 
in the upcoming weeks in an attempt to see if the new library is feasible before reporting back 
to the councils.  

 
The provincial government has already committed $600,000 from the Building Manitoba Fund 
and land (on Manitoba Avenue in Selkirk) to the project while Strang said the feds have also 
expressed interest in contributing financially.  Still, there are lingering questions pertaining to 
location of the new library and what amount of money should be committed by each council. 
As well, all three councils would have to vote in favour of the project for it to materialize.  “The 
library, wherever it’s housed, is a huge benefit to the community and there are major spin-offs 
involved. Every dollar which comes into the library, the ratio is $4 to $5 spent in the           
community, so should the proposal for the library be equally paid by the three municipalities?” 
Strang asked.  All sides are expected to be part of a similar meeting in the next few months to 
discuss the topic further.  
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